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A HIGH QUALITY MID-SEASON SWEET CHERRY VARIETY, ‘CAIHONG’
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The breeding program at Institute of Forestry & Pomology, Beijing Academy of Agriculture &
Forestry Sciences to develop sweet cherry (Prunus avium L. ) cultivars has been ongoing since 1997 to
pursue the following key objectives: 1) develop self-fertile cultivars; 2) increase tolerance or resistance to
freezing, frost and chilling-drought (main challenges faced in north of China); 3) improve crop
performance (early bearing, consistent yield); 4) enhance fruit size, quality and diversification (color,
firmness, favor traits) and 5) extend the range of ripening dates, especially for earliness. During the past
10 years, nearly 6000 hybrids have been obtained and 1/3 of which began to bear fruits. More than 30
selections are under further evaluations. A high quality mid-season variety, ‘Caihong’, as the first cultivar
released by our breeding program, have been recommended by Beijing Municipal Bureau of Landscape
and Forestry for plantation. The main characteristics are introduced as follows.

The tree has a semi-upright habit and medium strong vigor. One-year-old shoot color is dark-
brown, average internodes length 3.8 cm, new shoot color is reddish. Leaf size is large, average length
14.7cm, width 7.4cm. Leaf shape is elliptic obovate, acute shape of leaf tip and wide cuneate leaf base
shape, with 2-3 near round petiole gland. Early flowering, time of flowering in Beijing is 2-3 days earlier
than Rainier, petal color white, diameter of flower corolla (completely opened) large.

Fruit size large, average 8.5 grams and most has a diameter greater than 25 millimetres, shape
flate round, pistil end emarginate. Skin color orange red to vermilion, juice color white, flesh color yellow,
medium firmness, crisp texture, acidity low, sweetness high, juiciness medium, TSS level 18.5%-21%,
taste good. Stalk length average 5.0 cm. Abscission layer between stalk and fruit is obvious when over
ripening. Stone size medium, average 0.61 gram (in wet), shape (in ventral view) long elliptic, average
length 1.31cm.

Mid-season ripening in early to mid of June in Beijing, 4-5 days earlier than Rainier. Very
productive, slightly susceptible to rain induced cracking.
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